Recent experience in the control and management of tuberculosis in a mental handicap hospital.
Sixteen cases of tuberculosis (14 in inmates, only one of whom was female) occurred in a mental handicap hospital of some 400 inmates during the period 1973-85. This represents an annual incidence of 269 per 100,000, substantially higher than that in the surrounding community. In 1980, 29% of inmates had Grade 3 or 4 positive Heaf tests. Widespread chemoprophylaxis was successfully undertaken in 1980/81, the only problem encountered being interaction of isoniazid with carbamazepine. One Down's syndrome patient had recurrent disease, and a second developed disease despite chemoprophylaxis. Immunological investigation of a small number of Down's syndrome patients with tuberculosis showed no consistent defect.